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Charter schools are public schools created through an application process and contractual agreement or "charter" between a
non-profit school-based governing board and the Hillsborough County School Board. Since 1996, Florida charter schools have
played a key role in increasing parental options in public education and providing innovative learning opportunities for students.
The first charter in Hillsborough County began in 1997 with just 200 students. There are now 56 charter schools operating with

nearly 36,000 students. ————
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Charter Student Diversity
Charter Schools have increasingly diverse student populations and mirrored Hillsborough County Public Schools in 2023-24

by serving a student population comprised of 70% minority students.

Student Race/Ethnicity Comparison Charter Student Demographics

o Race/Ethnicity Students Percent
W White 6% % 4% >% White 10,755 30%
Black Black 7,139 20%
Hispanic 14,195 39%
O Hispanic Multi 2,156 6%
& Multi Asian/American Indian/Pacific Island 1,896 5%

. Special Categories

Dfsc'l?”/ APm' | Economically Disadvantaged 14,743 41%
ndian/Pac. sl English Language Learners 2,478 7%
District Students with Disabilities 4,246 12%

Charter
Sources: 2023 Survey 2 final reports, Knowyourdatafl.org

Charter School Programs & Performance
Charter schools must provide a traditional comprehensive public-school curriculum. Some charter schools expand to offer
specialized and innovative programs in the arts, sciences, alternative education, foreign languages, and advanced academics.
Hillsborough County Public Schools promotes the establishment and operation of high-quality public charter school programs.
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*No School Improvement Ratings (SIR) calculated in 23-24 due to new FAA Assessment.
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